Pre-lanquage skills

Pre-language skills are the basic skill set that children develop before they learn
language and speech (usually before they pronounce the first word).

These skills form an important basis for learning language, speaking, and
communicating effectively later, helping them to learn and acquire language and
speech from others and practice it automatically and fluently.

These skills include:

* Eye contact

Eye contact is meant as the child looking you in the eye for a certain period. Visual
communication helps improve communication as a whole. It improves word acquisition
by focusing attention on the speaker’s face, observing the movements of the mouth and
lips, knowing how to pronounce the word, and thus, the ease of imitating its
pronunciation later.

* Attention skills :

1-Auditory attention.

It means a child's sense of hearing sensation (a particular voice) around and paying
attention to him. If you make a sound like a door knock, for example, the sound attracts
the child's attention so that he or she turns to the source of the sound and looks at the
door. Training on this skill is important to receive anything a child hears and then
understands and stores.




2- Visual attention.

It means a child's sense of a visual sensation (something specific) around him and looking
at him. For example, if you turn on a light in a dark room, the light attracts the child's
attention, so he turns around and looks at the light source.

3- Joint attention

Joint attention is meant for a child to focus his or her attention on another person or a
particular thing. For example, when you move a toy forward and backward, the child
looks at the toy with you and focuses his or her attention on it, this later helps the child
understand and absorb the words you are trying to teach him.

* Imitation skills.

1- Verbal imitation

Verbal imitation is the first step towards learning spoken language for students without
language skills or students who do not speak when asked to do so. It is often easier to
start with very simple sounds like “pa" or "ah" before moving to more complex sounds,
words, and sentences.

2- Motor imitation

The child's initial learning stage is based on imitation and simulation, and the process of
motor imitation improves the child's performance, focus, and attention significantly at first.
In addition to linking this skill with the child's ability to link motor commands and master




movements to the required sequence.

* play skills

Play is a child's way of learning and communicating. In other words, it is the children's
first language! Through it, children express their feelings, ask questions, communicate
with their environment, and learn about life. It is a way that the child can absorb and
understand their experiences through it by using their imagination to complete activities.
It includes several forms: (sensory play, functional play, relational play, symbolic play,
pretend play, and participatory play).
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